Craniofacial and extracranial malformations in the Klippel-Feil syndrome.
The Klippel-Feil syndrome is of special interest to those concerned with cleft palate for the following reasons: (1) Cleft palate is a commonly associated finding: (2) malformations of the cervical vertebrae, in the absence of other stigmata of the syndrome, are a common finding in cleft palate; (3) anomalies of the upper cervical column and cranial base can impede velopharyngeal valving; (4) hearing loss is a common finding in the syndrome irrespective of the presence or absence of cleft palate; (5) cervical anomalies may complicate endotracheal intubation or head extension during pharyngeal surgery, and (5) the short neck may be the primary defect that impedes palatal fusion. This report reviews the literature on 339 patients and seven new cases in an effort to catalog the cranial and extracranial malformations associated with the syndrome and to consider the mode of genetic transmission.